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Welcome to Colorado Fatherhood Network (CFN)'s August
newsletter. Through this communication, the CFN is excited to bring
you news and resources to connect to other statewide providers
and learn the latest best practices in fatherhood work. Please let us
know if you have celebrations or resources to share with others by
emailing us at aschaffer@cofamilycenters.org.

Network Updates

https://www.cofamilycenters.org/
https://www.cofamilycenters.org/
mailto:aschaffer@cofamilycenters.org


Upcoming Webinar

Join the Colorado Fatherhood Network to learn more about how
you can be using data to inform practice in your fatherhood
programs. In this webinar, you will hear from the Colorado
Children's Campaign about how you can use their data report,
KIDS COUNT in Colorado! to shape your programs, inform your
partnerships, and support your messaging.

REGISTER HERE

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/1viZFfYkRfC0iEVpTab6vg
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/1viZFfYkRfC0iEVpTab6vg
https://coloradokids.org/
https://coloradokids.org/
https://coloradokids.org/kids-count-in-colorado/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/1viZFfYkRfC0iEVpTab6vg#/registration


Building The Colorado Fatherhood Network's
Next Chapter

The CFN's Data and Evaluation Committee is hard at work
developing a Network Data and Evaluation plan to bring the CFN
into its next chapter. By collecting simple, program-level data from
network members around the state, the network will better
understand what supports dads currently have around the state,
and where there are gaps. This information will be shared with
network members and community partners which can then lead to
program design and partnerships aimed at filling any identified
gaps.

Be on the lookout for opportunities to share your thoughts
about this project!

In Case You Missed It...

Watch the recording of the CFN's July peer networking call. You will
hear participants discussing how they support leadership
development for fathers they work with. Discussion includes
successes practitioners have seen as well as resources and
supports needed.



The Colorado Fatherhood
Network Out and About!

Earlier this month, the Colorado
Fatherhood Network gathered
practitioners in Northeast Colorado to
discuss successes and barriers in
supporting father involvement.
Participants made connections, learned about resources, and
discussed opportunities to improve father engagement in their
communities. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us! Stay tuned for more in-
person events around the state coming soon!

Program Resources

https://youtu.be/k6HkN5B2nmA?si=eDpbEiTRCpHul1rw
https://youtu.be/k6HkN5B2nmA?si=eDpbEiTRCpHul1rw


The National Fatherhood Mentoring and Training
Academy

Are you, or is someone you know, an emerging leader in
fatherhood and family practice? The National Fatherhood mentoring
and Training Academy may be for you! Scan the QR code above to

learn more and apply for this opportunity.

Training Opportunity: The Ripple
Effect

﻿The Ripple Effect: An Integrative Framework for Trauma Informed
Practice Across Systems is a no-cost, virtual 2-day workshop. The



workshop will provide an integrative framework for understanding
and communicating across systems about how trauma can affect a

child, a family, and a system.

Project ACORN will host this workshop for Colorado infant and
early childhood professionals on August 31 and September 1, 2026
from 9:00am-2:30pm. This training will occur via Zoom. All Colorado

infant and early childhood professionals are welcome. More
information and registration link are available here.

Upcoming FREE Training Opportunities

Check out some great upcoming training opportunities, available for
FREE!

QPR Gate Keeper Training for Suicide Prevention, by
DenverStrong:
Monday, September 14, 10:00-11:00am via Webex. Register here.

Narcan Overdose Response Training, by the Denver Department
of Public Health and Environment (DDPHE):
Tuesday, October 13th, 2:00-3:00 pm, in-person or remote.
Register here.
Tuesday, December 8th, 2:00-3:00 pm, in-person or remote.
Register here.

Quick Confidence Builds

The National Fatherhood Initiative continues their
limited blog series of quick confidence builds with
an activity on Fathering Stressors. The link includes
instructions on facilitating this activity with a group
or one-on-one. Activity instructions can be found
here.

Research and News

https://www.bekmanpsychology.com/projectacorn
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://denverhealth.webex.com/weblink/register/ra641f956bb30521ec4eaea12fcfc0e7d&source=gmail-imap&ust=1781035214000000&usg=AOvVaw0j3lTxz5i98u1U_Y-BEr5S
https://denverhealth.webex.com/webappng/sites/denverhealth/meeting/register/32a723feed864cd5ba9597f6799bd791?ticket=4832534b000000097d327537fbb4800deebafd2eb2adbdb8f829bf1a7088d2a8c5ddbf409a5812c8&timestamp=1786564636514&RGID=ra641f956bb30521ec4eaea12fcfc0e7d&isAutoPopRegisterForm=false
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Public-Health-Environment
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Public-Health-Environment
https://urlisolation.com/browser?clickId=94EAEEE4-D56B-4681-9319-798814191EAD&traceToken=1781200445%3Bdenvergov_hosted%3Bhttps%3A%2Fdenverlibrary.libcal.com%2F&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdenverlibrary.libcal.com%2Fevent%2F16256037
https://urlisolation.com/browser?clickId=757268CC-4D60-4959-8AE1-088DFD989BB5&traceToken=1781200466%3Bdenvergov_hosted%3Bhttps%3A%2Fdenverlibrary.libcal.com%2F&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdenverlibrary.libcal.com%2Fevent%2F16256038
https://www.fatherhood.org/championing-fatherhood/fathering-stressors?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--on7rQcYsXpqKZ1kYFgmz6vdceY-Fef79D4DP9CEMdLOOvYT7zCbMfEFiPFbhsOOS8KUCsBbrvqH9u3pueqIQFz173i6O3FrUvJ5V7BzWlqsh--z8&_hsmi=428330544&utm_content=428330544&utm_source=hs_email


Congratulations to the Prowers County and Denver County
Fatherhood Programs for your recognition at the 2026 National
Fatherhood Summit! The programs were recognized for focusing on
strengthening fathers' engagement, encouraging participation in life
activities, and fostering healthy coparenting and consistent support.
Great work, Prowers County and Denver County teams!

New Report: Increasing Access to Child Care for
Parents & Caregivers Seeing SUD Treatment &

Recovery Services

Illuminate Colorado will soon be releasing a new report titled
Increasing Access to Child Care for Parents & Caregivers Seeking
SUD Treatment & Recovery Services: Practice & Policy
Recommendations. Click here to learn more about this upcoming
report and to register for the Report Release Webinar.

See You at the Strengthening Colorado Families
& Communities Conference!﻿

Will you be attending the Strengthening Colorado Families &
Communities Conference later this month? Come say hi to the

https://illuminatecolorado.org/
https://illuminatecolorado.org/join-us-increasing-access-to-child-care-for-parents-caregivers-seeking-sud-treatment-recovery-services-report-release-webinar/


Colorado Fatherhood Network! Stop by our
booth in the exhibit hall to learn more about
how the Network can support your work. You
can also attend our presentation, titled
"Strengths-Based Approaches to Father-
Inclusive Programs," to learn more about
ways to make all family programs father-
inclusive. We hope to see you in Keystone!

When Economic Instability Undermines
Fatherhood

Today's fathers aren't just expected to provide financially - they're
also expected to be hands-on, emotionally present caregivers. A
study (summarized here) out of Washington University in St. Louis
finds that fathers have internalized the need to succeed at both
simultaneously. Even for fathers who are actively involved with their
kids, having low wages, not working full-time, or not owning a home
can undermine how they feel about themselves as parents. When
fathers feel like they're falling short, the research suggests they're
more likely to disengage from parenting altogether. Programs that
focus only on parenting skills without addressing the economic
piece may be missing what's actually driving that disengagement.

Submissions for this monthly newsletter are always
welcome and appreciated. Please send any resources,
research or news relevant to fathers in Colorado and

those who work with them here any time!

ABOUT THE NETWORK:  The Colorado Fatherhood Network is a father-
focused, statewide, systems-level professional network for practitioners and
programs working with fathers and families. The CFN provides connections,

https://web.cvent.com/event/ac443998-943b-4cfc-a8f7-d55f780b402b/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/ac443998-943b-4cfc-a8f7-d55f780b402b/summary
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X25000171?via%3Dihub
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2026-06-reveals-evolving-fatherhood.html#google_vignette
mailto:aschaffer@cofamilycenters.org


resources, education, evaluation, and advocacy to advance the field of
Fatherhood and Family Services.

Dad Joke of the Month:
Why was the computer late for school? He had a hard drive.

www.cofamilycenters.org/colorado-fatherhood-network/
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